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We live in a culture that emphasizes and elevates the individual.  The issues is that is carries a 
focus of elimination of the church’s naturally corporate character.  
Importance of corporate unity and prayer 
 
Psalm 133:1-2  How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!  It is like precious oil 

poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron's beard, down upon the collar of 

his robes.   In our pilgrimage on this earth we need each other and unity. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:9-10   God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is 

faithful. I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one 
another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and 
thought.  
 
Unity doesn’t mean that everyone has to act and think the same. It just simply means that as 
Christians we, in harmony, begin to learn to apply the Word of God in humility, love and 
submission to God.  Though we come from different walks of life and some different church 
backgrounds our unity is found in Jesus.  Great value in corporate unity within Christians.  
 
1 John 5:14-15  This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according 
to his will, he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us-- whatever we ask-- we know that we have what 

we asked of him.   

 
Acts 1:12-14  Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a 
Sabbath day’s walk

 
from the city. 
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When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were 

staying. Those present were (the disciples). 
14 

They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the 

women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 
 
I truly believe that Maranatha has a high value on prayer, this value has been limited in scope 
and has not extended to corporate prayer gatherings.                
 
Acts 2:42 (4 core disciplines of the church) Word, Fellowship, Sacraments, Prayer  

Not just limited to Church wide    
But  Ministries within the church       Home groups and gatherings 

 
Ephesians 6:18  And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.   
 
Corporate prayer unifies and aligns the hearts and minds of the believers with God’s heart and 
actions. 
 
3 aspects of corporate prayer. 
 
First:   Corporate prayer is to have the Spirit and the Word 
 
Word only problem 
The problem is at times we don’t want to real hear from God.   
The Word grounds us in who He is, what He’s done, what He will do on behalf of His people. 



As I read, memorize and pray the Psalms I begin to focus and fixate on the character of God.   
Here’s what happens:      I see His great promises, which are based on His loving character  

                                     which changes my perspective in the circumstance. 
Watch and pray.  Eyes open Mark 14:38 
 
Spirit only problem 
Our thoughts and feelings become God’s voice.  Or others God told me 
 “I was told by a prophet I was to be healed”    “You are to buy this house- this week.” 
 
Acts 21:4     Through the Spirit they (the disciples) urged Paul not to go 
        9:31     Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy Spirit 
        20:22   And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, 
The Spirit instructs the heart, prompts, leads and guides us into action. 
 And in prayer this often lead to others strengthening, encouragement and comfort. 
 
It needs to be evaluated by biblical authority. 
We are to have Word grounded and filtered, Spirit lead prayers. 
At times the Spirit brings things to my mind and I respond in faith to that which he prompts me. 

I was moved by the Lord praying for others the last weeks. 
  Suicide song in Appleton 

  

John 5:19 paying attention to God 
Men get your wives the valley of vision. 

 
How and who do we pray to?  The common pattern found in the NT is: 
We pray to God through Christ in the Spirit. 
 Ephesians 6:18  And pray in the Spirit – my dependence and help  
 
Secondly:     Corporate prayer leads to deliverance and direction 
 
Judges 3:9   But when they cried out to the LORD, he raised up for them a deliverer,  Caleb's younger 
brother, who saved them.…  
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 The Israelites were subject to king of Moab for eighteen years.  

15
 Again 

the Israelites cried out to the LORD, and he gave them a deliverer. 
 

Corporate prayer is a means for deliverance.     
   Prayer is about intimacy with God (changing of the heart) 
       and also prayer changes circumstances (not just hearts alone) 

When we corporately pray we recognize that it is God who delivers and not just 
our actions…such as Peter’s release from prison   

             It is linked to the Spirit’s moving in power in people and in circumstances. 
  Praying about our move back to Wisconsin.  “You are to come here”   “This is not God’s will”    
     Many voices giving many opinions. 

We need to discern what God’s will is by keeping with the Spirit. 
 
Colossians 1:9  For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for 
you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and 

understanding that the Spirit gives,   
 
Lastly:    Corporate prayer leads to confession and intercession 
Praying at Trinity and a revival started.  One major component was public confession. 
David Psalm 51 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+20:22&version=NIV


He is the one applying the passage to us and prompting us to confess and obey.   
1 John 1:9 - If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness 
 

 Hudson Taylor the great Christian missionary to China 
Since the days of Pentecost, has the whole church ever put aside every other work and 
waited upon Him for ten days, that the Spirit's power might be manifested? We give too 
much attention to method and machinery and resources, and too little to the source of 
power.  Many Christians estimate difficulty in the light of their own resources, and thus 
they attempt very little and they always fail. All giants have been weak men who did 
great things for God because they reckoned on His power and presence to be with them 
 

God moves powerfully when His people are unified in their requests.  We see many examples in 
the early church of intentional gatherings for the purpose of prayer when the church faced a 
dilemma or a problem. 
 
Let us together pray for: 

Families 
Church 
City 
Nation 
World 

 

 

http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-1-9/

